Transmediastinal migration of Kirschner wire.
The authors describe a case of transmediastinal migration, and lodging into the right lung, of a Kirschner wire used to fix a fracture of the left clavicle. The medical literature reports cases of intrathoracic migration of Kirschner wire; however, a transmediastinal migration has not been previously described. A small right thoracotomy was performed and the wire was removed without complications. We discuss aspects of this uncommon finding and alert physicians for the potential risks of the migration of metallic pins used to fixate boney structures within the chest.